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Practically^ the general property tax as actually admin-
istered is beyond all doubt one of the worst taxes known in
the civilized world.    Because of its attempt to tax intangible
as well as tangible things, it sins against the cardinal rules
of uniformity, of equality and of universality of taxation.
It puts a premium on dishonesty and debauches the public
conscience ; it reduces deception to a system, and makes
a  science  of knavery;   it presses hardest   on those least
able to pay;  it imposes double taxation on one man  and
grants entire immunity to the next.    In short, the general
property tax is so flagrantly inequitable, that its retention
can be explained only through ignorance or inertia.    It is
the cause of such crying injustice that its alteration or its
abolition must become the battle cry of  every statesman
and reformer.1

1 I do not -wish to "be understood as favoring either the exclusive taxation
of real estate or the single tax on land-values. Even as the sole direct taxes,
these forms are inadequate, as will be shown in the succeeding chapters.